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The recent resignations of several longtime members of the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion
Nacional (FSLN) have brought the party to the brink of an inexorable rupture. Sergio Ramirez,
leader of the moderate "reformist" current of the FSLN, and his daughter, Maria Ramirez, both
resigned from the party, while deputy Dora Maria Tellez resigned from the party's National
Directorate, all three protesting personal attacks by an FSLN radio station. Other noted Sandinistas,
long identified with the revolutionary struggle, also resigned recently, including former Jesuit priest
Fernando Cardenal, former head of the air force Paul Venerios, and noted poet Fernando Silva.
Sergio Ramirez, former Sandinista vice president and leader of the moderate faction of the
FSLN, resigned from the party on Jan. 10, after the FSLN-owned Radio Ya station aired personal
innuendoes and suppositions involving his family. Last May, Ramirez's call for changes within
the FSLN led to his expulsion from the FSLN National Directorate and his removal as a Sandinista
congressional leader (see NotiSur, 05/27/94). His resignation from the party coincided with that of
his daughter, congresswoman Maria Ramirez, who was accused in a Radio Ya editorial of having a
lesbian relationship with FSLN deputy Dora Maria Tellez. "I publicly and irrevocably resign from
the FSLN. The Sandinista Front that I joined 20 years ago no longer exists," announced Ramirez,
who also accused the FSLN of practicing "moral terrorism."
Just prior to these resignations, deputy Dora Maria Tellez, leader of the moderate FSLN current
in congress, announced her resignation from the FSLN National Directorate, saying she could
no longer "sit down with people who have no ethical or moral standards." However, Tellez said
she was not resigning from the party itself because "I am a Sandinista and I earned my militancy
throughout the years." The FSLN National Directorate subsequently issued a communique
condemning the personal vendetta of Radio Ya against Ramirez and Tellez, calling the use of
personal matters for political ends "inadmissable." When no mention was made of sanctioning the
director of Radio Ya, Carlos Guadamuz, for his responsibility in the broadcasts, Ramirez complained
that it was meaningless to criticize the message without punishing the author. On Jan. 17, former
Jesuit priest and former education minister Fernando Cardenal announced that he was leaving the
FSLN because his conscience would not allow him to remain in a party that he claimed had been
appropriated by a small group in pursuit of personal interests.
In recent months several other noted members of the Sandinista party have also resigned, including
Fernando Cardenal's brother, poet Ernesto Cardenal; the former Nicaraguan ambassador to the US,
Carlos Tunnermann; and noted poet Gioconda Belli. Deputy Jose Leon Talavera, an FSLN moderate,
said he found it "traumatic to watch a party as strong as the FSLN apparently falling apart as a result
of the contradictions among its members." Talavera predicted a "massive" resignation of Sandinista
deputies from the moderate faction to form a new party. "We are weighing the right moment to
leave the FSLN," said Talavera. Reaction to the split in the party has not been completely negative.
Monica Baltodano, a member of the FSLN directorate, suggested that, although the resignations
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of Ramirez and Tellez are "painful," they will end internal confrontations within the party and in
time the two factions could work together again to reach "friendly agreements." (Sources: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/09/95; Inter Press Service, 01/10/95;
Nicaraguan News Service, 01/08-14/95: Agence France-Presse, 01/09-11/95, 01/17/95)
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